
STAFF REPORT 
 
 

TO:  Mayor and City Council   DATE: January 26, 2015 
 
FROM:  Chris Budzinski, Interim Fire Chief  PREPARED BY: Barry Hendren, 
             Assistant Fire Chief  
VIA:  Gary Jackson, City Manager 
   
SUBJECT: FY 14 Assistance to Firefighters Grant 
 
 
Summary Statement:  The consideration of a resolution authorizing the fire department to apply for a 
grant in the amount of $655,700.00 from the US Department of Homeland Security to obtain funding for 
replacement of 83 Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA), and to accept grant funding if awarded.  
 
Review:  The Department of Homeland Security has recently issued guidance for the FY 2014 Assistance 
to Firefighters Grant (AFG) program. This is a grant opportunity for fire departments to purchase needed 
equipment to enhance firefighter safety, service delivery, and effectively train personnel.  The Asheville 
Fire Department would like to obtain through this program 83 SCBAs with spare cylinders to replace 
equipment that is currently reaching its end of service life.  The grant program requires communities of 
greater than 20,000 populations to match Federal grant funds equal to 10 percent of the total project cost, 
or $65,570.  The SCBA is one of a firefighter’s most critical tools for personal protection and regular 
replacement ensures that our personnel have the most up-to-date equipment available.  The current 
SCBAs being used by AFD have been in service for greater than 10 years.  Fire service best practices 
recommend that SCBAs be compliant with the most current National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 
standards 1981 and 1982.  The most recent issuance of these standards was in 2013.  There were 
several significant changes in these standards, which AFD’s current equipment does not meet. 
 
We recommend applying for the AFG Program for the following reasons: 

 The grant program was developed to assist in the purchase of critical firefighting equipment and 
tools to provide greater safety for firefighters.  

 If awarded the grant will allow CoA to offset $655,700 in capital expenses with grant funding for 
the purchase of the equipment. 

 
This action complies with City Council Strategic Operating Plan Focus Area 3, High Quality of Life; Goal 
1, Make Asheville one of the safest cities in America based on approved metrics for similarly sized cities 
through partnerships, planning, and incentives. 

 
Pros: 

 Improved safety and efficiency of firefighters when responding to dangerous environments. 

 This grant will enable CoA to offset $655,700 capital expenses with the grant funding for the 
procurement of this equipment.  

Cons:  

 10% matching amount of purchase required $65,570 
 
Recommendation:  City staff recommends that City Council authorize the fire department to apply for a 
grant in the amount of $655,700 from the US Department of Homeland Security to obtain funding for 83 
SCBAs.  
 
 
           Attachment 

(1) Resolution 

   
 

 



RESOLUTION NO.  
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FIRE DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR A GRANT 
FROM THE US DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY FOR $655,700 TO 
OBTAIN FUNDING FOR 83 SELF CONTAINED BREATHING APPARATUS’ (SCBAs) 
_____________________           
 

WHEREAS, the City has authority pursuant to N.C.G.S. §160A-17.1 to apply for 
and receive grants from the State and Federal government, and  

 
           WHEREAS, the US Department of Homeland Security is taking applications for 
the Fiscal Year 2010 AFG grant program for the purpose of providing equipment and 
tools for firefighters, and  

 
WHEREAS, the Asheville Fire Department wishes to apply for a grant in the 

amount of $655,700 to obtain funding for 83 SCBAs,  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF ASHEVILLE THAT: 
 
The fire department is hereby authorized to apply for the Fiscal Year 2015 AFG 

grant with the US Department of Homeland Security, for a grant in the amount of 
$655,700 for 83 SCBAs. 

 
Read, approved and adopted this 10th day of February, 2015 

 
 
              
City Clerk      Mayor 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
       
City Attorney 
 

 


